Tenzing later sent postcards to Jill from his various travels. This is the Potala Palace in Tibet
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Annapurna the tenth highest mountain at 26,200 ft. more dangerous than Everest, was originally
climbed by. Maurice Herzog and Louis Lachenal, of a French expedition in June 1950

Then the Japanese climbed it in 1955. Jill again organized the Sherpas.

Again a Japanese expedition was the first to climb Annapurna via the North Ridge in 1964.
The team: S. Uyeo and Mingma Tsering.



The Japanese Alpine Club invited my mother to visit them in Japan later and presented her with
a string of Mikimoto pearls for her help. She stayed in touch with ‘Ping’ for many years. He
came to visit us at The Manor House, Edington, Wilts.

The Japanese Alpine Club, Tokyo, 1954.
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Even Jill doesn’t seem to know when this was taken or on what occasion...

Likely in the 1950s



27 Rose Avenue
Toronto, Ontario M4X 1N7
Tel 416 944 1100 Fax 416 944 1536
e-mail apwalsh@interlog.com

Date: September 24, 1996

To: Masayoshi Murayama FAX : 011 81-3-3260-0776
From: Ann Walsh

Page: 1 of 3

Dear Ping:

in reply to your letter of September 12:

| don't know anything about Mrs Townsend. If she was Secretary till 1942, there is quite a gap
till my mother took over. Was there an interim Secretary? Maybe there was no secretary
during the war years and for a while after? Tensing records that a "Mr Kydd was the secretary
when he went on his first Everest Expedition and later for many years it was Mr Ludwig

Kranek" neither name of which | have heard. they may not have been secs of the Himalayan Club.
| don't know if Mrs Townsend and Jill knew of each other, but Jill worked in Calcutta during the
war in the Censors office and only came back to Ranicherra for the winter months when Jane and
| came home from Darjeeling, where we were at school. | think she did that for 2 years '42 &
'43. At that time my father, who was an engineer, (all tea planters were engineers as they had
to be able to keep the machinery running) was on the Indian border helping to build the Manipur
Road to join up with the Burma Road.

In November of '44 Jill was invalided back to England with amaeobic dysentry, which she never
really shook off, taking Jane & I. | think she returned to India in 47. Between that somewhere
around 47-48 my father had moved to Rungneet in Darjeeling. Unfortunately | sent all our
photo's of the expeditions that left from there to the Himalaya Club in England after Jill's death.

You're right about Frank Smythe - it was in Darjeeling that he took sick ni the Spring of 49. He
had come out to photograph mountains and flowers. Tensing had helped him prepare for his trip
and says he thinks he was one of the finest mountaineers of all time. | was there, having
completed schooling in England. We heard later that he may have died of a reaction to penicillin,
but nobody knew what he was suffering from at the time. He was very delusional and somebody
had to sit with him - we took turns- for 3 days till a passage could be arranged for him. It was
awful not to be able to do anything for him.

We had visited Frank and his wife at his home in England, previous to this as he had wanted us to
see the Rhododenrons he had collected and was cultivating. | remember him as a very gentle,
quiet man but very determined. | know my mother thought highly of him as a man and a climber.
If | could find the copy of Frank's book, I'd probably be able to tell you more of how they met. |
thought | had it, but it may be in South Africa. | have many of the other climber's book's, but
they all seem to be of a later date.

Here are some quotes from Tensing's book, Man of Everest, you may have missed: "Major
Charles Wylie, transport officer, inivted me to go back to Everest... and now Mrs Henderson
urged me to go with them. 'You have been with the English often, she said and they want you so
much". But Tensing has been very ill and was too tired and weak to make a quick decision. "Mrs
H was patient and understanding and for a week sent me milk and Ovaltine to help me get my
strength back.... | thought about the trouble there had been in 'S1 (he says under Hunt but |
think it was Shipton) about payment of the porters and mentioned that. 'But that's one of the
reasons it's so important you must go. No one can handle the men like you and if you are with
them there will be no such troubles.' | thought about the Englishmen | had been happy with
(Osmaston, White, Smythe, Tilman, Marsh) and so | said | will go". Actually, Jill told me Ang
Tharkay wouldn't go so she set about selling Hunt/Wylie and Tensing on each other.
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The Statue of Miroku-bosatsu of Koryu-ji Temple, Kyoto.



Tenzing was still writing to Jill when was living with her daughter Jane.






