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Jill Henderson was the Secretary of the Himalayan Club when Mount Everest was climbed on 
May 29, 1953. She selected young Tenzing Norgay for the Team as Ang Tharkay, whom Hunt 
wanted, had just returned from a strenuous climb. All the Himalayan expeditions of that time  
started from Rungeet, where the equipment was assembled and packed for the Sherpas, porters, 
and the yaks. The climbers trek started from Kathmandu passed through Namche Bazaar. 
 
It was Sir John Hunt’s organizational skills that led to the success of the climb. Tom Bourdillon 
and Charles Evans made the first attempt came within 300 feet of the summit but turned back 
after becoming exhausted but they left their oxygen behind for the next pair. Two days later 
Hillary and Tenzing reached the summit on 29 May. They paused at the summit to take 
photographs.  
 
A runner was sent to Jill telling her of the success. She released the news on the morning of 
Queen Elizabeth II coronation, June 2. She was a guest of Honour at the showing of the Ascent 
of Everest film in London. 
 

 
Tenzing and Hilary down from the summit of Everest 

 
These photos were given to Jill by the various climbers.. 
 
She knew many of the climbing fraternity as it was a busy period of mountaineering. Alas we 
don’t have photos of many of the others here. The album of her photos was given by her 
daughter, Ann, to the Himalayan Club in London after her death in 1981 
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Tenzing Making for Camp on Everest 
 
Jill kept in touch with Tenzing most of his life. He came to England for the showing of  
“The Ascent of Everest”. Ann took him around d London, dusting off her Hindustani!  



 3

  
 
Jill Henderson signs up Nawang Gombu 
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Miss Henderson asked Mr Hunt to write it about Mr Gombu. This is the glowing testimonial 
written by the expedition leader John Hunt. Which My Gombu showed Fetter Falconer on his 
trip to Darjeeling in April 2010. 
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‘Oh yes. I am famous because of your Aunt Miss Henderson. I have been invited to many 
countries on climbing expeditions. I have met many world leaders. I have stayed with at least 5 
Prime Ministers of India. Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi flew me to one expedition.’ 
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Jack Henderson with Tenzing Norgay and his wife, Ang Lamo,  
             waiting for the start of the 1955 Kanchenjunga Expedition lead by Charles Evans. 
 
Kanchenjunga was first climbed on May 25, 1955 by Joe Brown and George Band of a British 
expedition organized by Charles Evans. They honoured the beliefs of the Sikkimese, who hold 
the summit sacred, by stopping a few feet short of the actual summit 



 8

 

 
Tenzing at Rungneet -- with     Alan (Jenkins?) and Eileen & Tom (?) 

 
 
An aside: 
Frank Smythe, who had been on many expeditions to Everest and other mountains discovered 
the Valley of Flowers. We saw some of the beautiful rhododendrons he had collected at his home 
in England.  Just before he died in June 1949 he was invalided down to Rungneet suffering from 
an allergic reaction to penicillin. We sat by his for 3 days bed trying to ease his delirium until we 
could get him invalided to Delhi. 
 
 


